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We have met the alien
and he is us

James Cowan explores the
mysterious world of H.R. GIGER

.R. Giger is a quantum artist.
He is the Einsteinian analog of
the art world, leaping over

styles, techniques and aesthetics in a great gath-
ered bound of imaginative epiphany and techni-
cal acuity. He has alighted in his own unique
universe. A universe where organic and inor-
ganic forms are shaped by the "Bio-mechani-
cal" aesthetic; the dialectic of man and
machine, where flesh and bone join magma and
metal in synergistic ballet. Steel girders sup-
port, and conduits nourish. Human forms grow
fluid and metamorphic, evolving into a new
realm, both disturbing and sublime. A wonder-
ous synthesis born of a powerful imagination.

Even great artists tend to follow a path
already travelled, a road lined with guide posts
hammered in by those who have preceded
them. In the case of Giger, this is far less the
norm, than the exception. Giger has made his
own road through the brush.

Inspired by the likes of Hieronymus Bosch,
Alfred Kubin, Salvador Dali, Jean Cocteau and
Ernst Fuchs, Giger early on set his goals upon a
strong foundation - the rich tradition of fantastic
art. An avid collector as well as artist, Giger
knows well the world of symbology and
iconography. It is within this half-millenium
tradition of fantastic art dating back to Bosch
and even earlier, that we must place Giger. His
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