
THE CANADIAN ACTRESS WHO DEBUTED AS THE GENRE'S REIGNING
BOMBSHELL TURNS TO SCIENCE FICTION FOR ANOTHER ROLE.

BY DAN SCAPPEROTTI

Not since Jessica Lange
was l i terally carried away
by KING KONG has an ac-
tress experienced such a cel-
ebrated "monster movie" de-
b u t . Cas t a s an a l l u r i n g
alien in MGM's SPECIES,
Natasha Henstridge effort-
lessly eclipsed the presence
o f e v e n v e t e r a n a c t o r s

Ben Kingsley and Marg Hel-
genberger. And, not unlike
Ms. L a n g e , t h e i n g e n u e
l a u n c h e d h e r c a r ee r by
striking poses.

A native of Canada, Hen-
stridge won a beauty photo
contest at the tender age of
14. She received a modeling
contract and, within a year,
found herself packed for the
City of Lights.

"I was almost 15 when I
moved to Paris ," said Hen-
str idge. "My mom is te r r i -
fied to t ravel and I have a
younger brother too, so she
didn't go to Paris with me."

A series of live television
commercials in France and
G e r m a n y , as wel l as a
plethora of pr int media as-
s i g n m e n t s , g r e e t e d t h e
young model. "It was very
exciting," she said. "A great

Above: Henstridge was critical to SPECIES' campaign, Including Japanese
posters. Facing: Posing with H.R. Giger's Harkonnen Capo chair, composed

of cast aluminum, metal and rubber (180x100x55cm. Work #443b ©1993).

way to t r ave l and see the
world. I t h i n k i t 's a g rea t
way to experience life. The
toughes t pa r t of modeling
was leaving home at such a
young age. When you leave
so y o u n g , you l eave your
roots. You're j u s t develop-
ing r e l a t i o n s h i p s in your
l i fe . I t ' s h a r d to do t h a t
w h e n y o u ' r e r u n n i n g
a r o u n d t h e wor ld . And
t r a v e l i n g so m u c h , you
c a n ' t be w i t h y o u r loved
ones."

One of the young actress'
few regrets is tha t her for-
mal education has suffered
from her early entry into a
successful career. "I was do-
ing correspondence and get-
t i n g t u t o r e d for a l i t t l e
while, but I never finished,"
she said a bi t wistfully. "I
have not yet graduated. So
I'm a high school dropout. I
am getting ready to get a tu-
tor and get my high school
diploma."

After two y e a r s in Eu-
rope, Henst r idge re turned
to Amer ica whe re he r ca-
r e e r p i cked u p w i t h o u t
missing a beat. "I did a lot
of TV commercials," she ex-
plained, "including assign-
ments for Old Spice, Oil of
Olay, a n d Lady S t e t s o n .
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When I s t a r t ed to do com-
mercials I really liked it. I
became more interested in
doing that than modeling."

C o m m e r c i a l s sparked
a l a t en t in te res t in ac t ing
and t h e young model was
ready to make another ca-
reer move. And along came
SPECIES; producers Frank
Mancuso J r . a n d D e n n i s
F e l d m a n h a d p e r s u a d e d
H.R. Giger to design the ti-
t le charac te r for t he i r up-
coming film. The c rea tu re
was conceptualized as a hy-
brid of human DNA and an
alien entity. The resu l t an t
female mutat ion would de-
velop, in a shor t period of
t ime, from an embryo to a
full-grown adul t . The pro-
duce r s p re fe r r ed t h e cre-
ation—christened as "Sil"—
to be "scary," bu t wi thou t
the risk of losing her sensu-
ous appeal even when trans-
formed into an anarchic par-
asite.

"I w a s w i t h a commer-
cial a g e n t , " r e l a t e d Hen-
s t r i d g e , " and w h e n h e
moved up into the legit di-
vision, he decided to send
me out on some t h i n g s . I
went through the whole au-
dition process for t he role
of Sil. I met the casting di-
rector and then the direc-
tor , a n d t h e p r o d u c e r s .
They gave me a couple of
screen t e s t s . The process
took t h r ee to four mon ths
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B: Henstridge shot ADRENALINE:
FEEL THE RUSH in Slovakia. She
plays a U.N. officer, circa 2007 AD.


